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among his labourers and then there would be an end to har-
wahi and all forms of begar. For these very reasons he dissuad-
es these people from educating their children ; he tempts them
by offering employment to their children; and at times he even
compels them to withdraw their wards from schools. It is not so
much caste prejudice as economic self-interest that explains the
hostile attitude of the high caste Zamindars towards the education
of these people. For all these reasons the number of those who
are able to take advantage of existing educational facilities is
comparatively small, especially in the mofussil.

Hearth Fees and Chowkidari Taxes

The power to levy hearth fees, and chowkidari taxes is an-
other weapon for the coercion of the depressed classes. In the
Punjab every family has to pay hearth fees to the village pro-
prietary body, {he amount of such fees being about Rs. 2 per
family per annum. In other parts of Northern India they have to
pay chowkidari taxes, the amount of which may vary from one to
three rupees per family per annum. Though the nominal amount
payable appears to be small, when it is related to their incomes
the real burden would appear to be heavy.

Treatment in Hospitals and Courts

They are not always treated well in hospitals, partly because
they belong to the dumb millions, and partly because of the pre-
judices of high caste Hindu underlings. It should be mentioned
that the prejudices of the Hindus are in many cases shared by
the non-Hindus also. Where, however, conditions are favourable
they are being weaned from their faith in evil spirits as agents of
disease and are taking to medicine. In the Tarai area of the U.P.,
for instance, they are taking to quinine for counteracting malaria.

In courts, too, they cannot always get a square deal. They
have no money wherewith to engage lawyers. Neither are they
influential enough to be able to find witnesses against the
Zamindar or other high caste men. Legal proceedings are often
protracted and these people cannot hold out long. And then
cases are not unknown where Hindu judges have been influen-
ced by their prejudices against these people.1

1 I, S. S. O'Malley: Indian Caste Customs, p. 149,